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CYCLONE SEROJA AND WOOROLOO BUSHFIRES 
Statement 

HON DARREN WEST (Agricultural — Parliamentary Secretary) [5.13 pm]: I want to make a brief contribution 
as I was unable to earlier in the day due to some urgent parliamentary business. I wish to express my thanks, 
respect and gratitude to all our volunteers and emergency services personnel who put themselves in the line of 
danger during the preparation, recovery and response to the Wooroloo bushfires and cyclone Seroja. I want to express 
my disappointment that we were all unable to give lengthier and worthwhile contributions about those wonderful 
people who give their time. Every time there is an emergency, they stand up for us, they protect us and they help 
us. I was most disappointed by the events that occurred earlier this week and the decision of the house, which 
I will not reflect on because that would be in breach of the standing orders. 
The PRESIDENT: Just as well, member. 
Hon DARREN WEST: Today we had 80 minutes to talk about these wonderful people and the fantastic contributions 
they make to our communities, rather than a lengthier debate. I think that was a very disrespectful act by the members 
of the opposition. A division was called, the names were recorded and my name is proudly listed as voting against 
the changes that were made earlier this week. 
I want our volunteers to understand how appreciated they are by the government. I want them to understand how 
much we respect their work and how much we are here for them. I want them to keep working with us, because 
we need them and they are wonderful. I am disappointed at the reflection that was made for them this week, and 
I have made that point to their organisations. I want them to keep up the great work. To members of the opposition, 
I want you to keep up the great work too, because I think the people of Western Australia would have much 
preferred our version of events this week. 

Statement 
HON DR STEVE THOMAS (South West — Leader of the Opposition) [5.15 pm]: Just in response, can I make 
this observation that if 80 minutes of debate this afternoon was inadequate for anybody to recognise it, the couple 
of minutes now presented by Hon Darren West will obviously be completely meaningless. 

House adjourned at 5.15 pm 
__________ 
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